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A pathering of ‘Transformation
' Ex-Gny Minlstries tomorrow in
Falls Church will be small com-
pared with the numbers fnmvolved
in the Ameriean sextinl revolution,
+but its tople Is no less explosive.
1 Former homosexuala will lalk
Fabout how they were “healed” by
}r:umtm:ﬂnu. behavior changes —
)
I

wnd reliplons awakening.

CThe grnu\v, one of ohout 200

such ministeles Inthe uation, Is the
¢ Washington chaplet of Exodus ln-
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wowlng rapldly to ben
minlstry” sald ‘Ivans-
formation director nnd former ho-
mbrexual Anthony  Falzornne,

' whose offfces ore In the District.
“What Aleoholles Annonyiona s

mxodus will be o

i 1 the nlcoholle
e imnosexunl”
i Whotever the proup’s enthust
"nem, aprogramannd theorieanre
pitted ngalnst an establishment
| much larger than Haelf.
i The fden of “veparative ther-
apy” o sphvltual “healing™ hns
been rejected by conumittees of
Fthe natior'a two pasocintions of
fpsychologlsts and \mrvhlnlrls:lq
tand condemned by homosexual-
y rlphta ndvocates.
U e daylong conference nt Falla
' Chureh Eplseopal Clhurchowelphs
Yinto the “nature vas nurture”
debate o whether penetics or ex-
: perience shape sexuality nndd plig
i ihe two high priesta of the West —
i the minister nnd paychintrist —
| npalnst each other
. “Ex pay ministry merpes Chyls:
Litan Nt with the peychologleal”
I My Falzarane sald, *We don't deap
Piyone - here, but our phone
Crbga dff the hoole”
Homosexual-righ onps nnd
some professlondieliiclans have
Lealled the trend quackery.
i *Ihese quacka and thelr so-
Lealled thernpy nre only mnldug nn
| lmpact on the vitlnerable ;wnyic,"
snld Douplas attmvny, spokea-

"paign Fund, a large gt|y-_pjj}1_llts
1‘: o

PProlcssionals reject
claims of ‘healing’

m-;lznulznllun.
wyant 1. Welch, n commitice
hend for the Amertenn Psychologl-
ol Association, snld ot n 1990 goy-
tiphta news conference that “ho-
mosexunlity 1z nelther mentaol
Hiness nor moral depravity™

e ndded: “Nor ta homosesunl-
Ity n matter of individun! choice.
Research suppests that the homo-
aextinl orlentntion Is In place veey
early on In the life cycle, pussibly
even before bivth”

The American Psychiatrie As-
soclntlon fet sheel stntes: “There

“Iox-gay ministry
merges Christian life
with the
psychological. We
~don't drag anyone in
here, but our phone
rings off the hoold.”’

1z no published selentilic evldence
supporting the effiency of ‘'repara-
tive thernpy® na a treatment to
change mme’s sexunl ovlentation”

M Falzarann and others say
these statements eome from small
commitiees, often under pressure
from Iohhles or homosexunls i
the profesalon

Bt 0 1079 Amerienn Paychint-
vle Asancintion survey fonmd that
69 percent of psychintrlsis viewed
homorexuality na n disorder, ne-
cording to the hool *Homosexual-
Ity and Amerlemn P'sychintry”

When 207 psychologlsta were
naled In n recent Research Corp.
aurvey whether homoaexuality

 man for the Thinn Ripghts Cnm- -

conld he changed, 53 pereent sald
yea, 25 percent snld “not sure” nnd
22 pereent anbd no.

Ahe dehate over changlog ho-
mosexuality gained prominence
with the pay-rights movement.

T3

‘Movement puts major 10cus
'on changing homos

exuals

In 1973, an American Psychint-
e Assochation committee deleted
homnsexuality from Its Diagnos-
tic and Statistical Manual of Men-
tal Disorders (NSM).

The catepory of “ego dystonic
homosexunlity” or feellng conflict
with une’s snme-sex attraction,
wana deleted from the DSM in 1987,

“Jomosexunlity Is nn mrested
emotional development Trom [nll-
ure to bond with the snme-sex par-
ent Tpure” sald David Forster, n
former homosexunl and  Tlolly-
wood netor who divects Mastering
Life AMintstries in Nashville, Temn.

Mo Forster, n spenker tomorrow,
enld thlz need for same-sex love
cnt make young ‘wnplc vulperable
to homosexual ahuse by ndults.

*I'he homosexual Is louking for
the love of his Father” he sald. " You
conld pet that heallng through
llwrnlqz but It's much toupher. We
would ndd the power of Gud”

After more than n deende of ho-
mosexual Heing and prostitution
In Hollywood, he sald, "l was
henled with n supernatural bond-
Ing with God the Father™

I'he seculnr school of therapy Is
enlled *Aesthetic Renlism,” which
holds that homosexuality nrises
trom o lenrned fear or hate ¢l the
opposite sex.

Iut It 1 the rellglous approach
that la prowing.

“IT theres n non-rellglous move-
ment Vs less visibile than the min-
istries! said Joe Dallns of Genesis
Counseling In Ovange. Colif.

‘That's probably because, he
added, reliplon tnkes bellefs seri-
mnely, wherens rﬂyclwlunv lonks nt
behavloror binlogy. “1Usa person’s
world view that shapes thelr sex-
wality Iy view, Mr: Dallas said.

e snid the “epndystonic™ dis-
tincilon was helpful beenuze It
clinlenlly nllowed personsto reject
or aceept thelr homosexual behav-
lor on the grounds of bellels. "It
allowed mutual respect.” he sald.

All of this puts reparntive ther-
npy on the nurture side of the
polure-nurture debalte.

*“When we hear the other side we
con make o cholee,” sald Marjorle
Hopper, 63, a former lesbian who
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This poster ol Exodus nternational Is adamant Inlls asserlion thal

homosexuals can — and should — change helr sexual otleniation.

—

heads Another Chance Minlstry In
Vancouver, ritish Columbia.
«Now 1've made o cholee!

Miss Hopper nison spenher to-
morrow, wis close to havingy sur-
pery to become O man alter 30
yenrs vl tesbian lile.

Judith Relsmnn, o rescarcherIn
he fleld ol gexnal nbuse, anid that
homosexual medin enn persuonde
people 10 chonse homuosexunlity.

*Whnl you see helpa crente who
you nre,” Mrs. Relsman sald.

She will present o onmorrow’s
comnference her gindy of "in senrch
of* mds I the Advocale, the nn-
tion's ll|lS(‘l‘l|(: pay mnpozine, conme-
pared whh Washingtonkan mok-
azhne nds for the smme yenrs,
1988-1992.
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wIhe data on the Advocnte con-
firms what its vender will accept
what they will wlerate,” she sulJ.

ghe found that while BG percent
of white males I Washingtoninn
ada used language secking o long-
lerm heterosexual velationship,
only 2 pereent of Adyocate mds for
smme-sex relations imptied o long-
term commitment.

w11 disproves the prgument that
homusexunls nre no different than
helerose xunls,” she anid.
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